
Motivation
On Sunday, I shared that two questions often prevent me from serving other 
people. I will frequently ask myself: “Do they really need the help?” and “Do they 
really need ME to help them?” Can you relate? Talk about that.

Why is it that people seem willing to help when a need is made clear but not so 
willing to help otherwise?

The World is Sooo Needy
Read Mark 6:30-52.
What stands out to you from the first story?

What do you think of Jesus’ compassion for the crowds? Do you understand 
and/or share that same compassion?

Jesus effectively said to his disciples: “Bring me whatever you have, let me touch 
it, and then you give it away.” Our best guess is that the miracle happened not 
while Jesus was touching the loaves and fish but while the disciples were passing 
it out. What do you think of that?

What stands out to you from the second story?

Mark puts these two stories together and includes three key details that connect 
Jesus to the Yahweh of the Old Testament. Jesus provides miracle bread to many 
people, Jesus is about to “pass by” the boat (like the stories of God passing by 
Moses and Elijah), and Jesus says (in Hebrew) “I Am” while walking on the water. 
In both of these stories, Jesus is communicating: “I am God, and I will meet your 
needs.” What does that mean to you today?

Read Matthew 9:35-10:5.
Again, what do you think of Jesus’ compassion? Do you share it?

Jesus tells the disciples to pray that God would send more workers, but then 
Jesus himself sends out the Twelve. Clearly, the encouragement is to pray for 
volunteers and then to volunteer! What do you think of that?

Take it Home
This week, we have learned that Jesus is God in the flesh, that he has 
compassion on a needy world, that he desires to meet the needs of the world, 
and that he plans to do it through his followers. How aware are you of the needs 
around you (your church, your neighbors, your city, your coworkers)? Are you 
motivated to do something about it?
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